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18" February 2008

Dear Beryl,
Thank you for your detailed reply.

I think that I agree with you that there are coincidentally two John Goddards with sons named
Charles who married women named Elizabeth, roughly in the same area.

Jeanne (Keith's wife who does the actual researching) found that the vicar of Hurstbourne Tarrant
was also the vicar of Burbage which caused her to look further than the immediate area of north
Hampshire where she was looking for Keith's ancestors. Since we have established that Wilder
Goddard moved from Ogbourne St George to Wootton Rivers, a move I would have thought un-
likely, I have become more open minded as to where people came from.

The vicar of Castle Eaton in Oxfordshire, a position held by the Goddards, was also vicar of East
Woodhay in Hampshire, which is over a one day horse ride. Of course the hard work at both ends
could, or would, be done by a curate. However, | imagine that if a young girl in either village
needed a place as a live in servant, the Goddard ladies could suggest placements in both villages.

However, how did the Elizabeth who married Charles Goddard, get to Wiltshire from Bridgewa-
ter?

I will go back and look at Frank of Llanelli's tree again. Thank you for the suggested corrections.
 think that many new records have become available since Frank compiled it.

Jeanne and Keith, unfortunately do not have the Book of Common Prayer with the helpful notes
on the flyleaf. It belongs to a cousin who will only relinquish photocopies of the relevant pages.
Jeanne feels that the original might be clearer to read in some places.

It is the time of year for literary festivals and art exhibitions, which I review for the local newspa-
per, so [ have again been distracted from getting down to work on the Pewsey Goddards. It needs
time and a clear head to gather all the threads and try to make sense of them.

The Goddard AGM is next month at Aldbourne in Wiltshire, where there were once three differ-
ent families of Goddards at the same time, all in different social classes. 1 don't know if any of the
present committee are going 1o resign. Peter in Toronto is being treated for cancer and Richard, the
President, has just had a family bereavement. I know John and Eileen, who are Membership Secre-
tary and Secretary were thinking of moving on to other things. We shall see.

Best wishes,




6" April 2008

Dear Beryl,

It is my turn to apologise for the delay in writing. Both Brian and 1 are finding it difficult to get
into the swing again and to write up the Goddard history for the Association. Besides us finding
many other things t0 do. we have not been spurred on by any members of the Association. | quite
often wonder just why people join when they seem 1o have no interest in their ancestry!

The sole exceptions are you and Jeanne Goddard, the wife of Keith, who retired from work a few
months ago and has thrown herself into researching Keith's forebears. Brian and Keith both supplie
their DNA for analysing by Dr Denise Syndercombe Court and it has been found that they are very
closely related. This is despite Keith's earliest definitely known ancestor being James Goddard born
1803 “at Tottenham House™ as he always said. Brian's earliest known ancestor is James Goddard
who married at Botley outside Southampton in 1808.

(=M

[ have your letter of 4 January last, with its helpful corrections, and will incorporate them in the
text as 1 compile the monograph. 1 have now expanded the area covered to the villages of Orcheston
and Bottlesford and North Newnton. However, in doing so [ was reminded that I had some informa-
tion on Orcheston in the files of a history of a Mormon missionary of the 1850s who hailed from the
village where we used to live. He preached to the villagers of Burbage and Orcheston as part of his
territory. Then [ was contacted by an American, and ancestor of the companion of “my” missionary,
and 1 was led astray as he and | supplied each other with information.

At last I have turned back to the Pewsey Goddards. As you will see from the enclosed, Jeanne has
done a mass of research based on an old prayer book. In some places it differs from your findings. 1
would be grateful if you would look at her suggestions and see if you can either refute her findings
or modify your suggestions. The crux of the matter seems 10 be who was John Goddard the father of
Charles. who married Elizabeth Few?

1 am sending Jeanne a copy of your suggestion as 10 John's origins.

Yours sincerely,

Julie Goddard
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