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Goddard Ance

Towards the end of 1997 an article entitled ‘The Bengers of Alton Barmes’ by Sonia Hawkes appeared in
the Wiltshire Family History Society Journal tracing the Bengers back to the time of the Norman conquest. From
the text it appeared that Benger was a dimunitive of Berrenger and as we were researching Fettiplace at the time
and Elizabeth Berrenger was the mother-in-law of Elizabeth Fettiplace who married John Goddard we thought it
worthwhile contacting Sonia Hawkes to see whether there was a connection. Mot entirely surprisingly Flizabeth
Berrenger turned out to be her 12x gt grandmaother and she sent a family tree going back to circa 1066 with a
possible link to Osbert de Bolebec whose son or grandson Walter Gifard was steward to William the Conqueror,

The Fettiplaces had also come to England at the same time, an Almericus Fettiplace was gentleman usher to
William', but the link to Sir Thomas Fettiplace of East Shefford the gt gt grandfather of Elizabeth is not known
although an Adam Fettiplace who was described as a moneyer was mayor of Oxford in 1245° and at least once
more. He held the manor of Wantage and subsequently bought Denchworth manor where his descendants lived
until the male line died out in 1743. Sir Thomas® wife is again a bit of a mistery but she was generally
acknowledged to be a descendant of the royal house of Portugal® and according to Wagner, could have been a
granddaughter or gt grand daughterof Alfonse 11 through an illegitimate son Alfonso Denis. Peter | had four
granddaughters named Beatrice, one of whom married the Earl of Arundel, another married Sancho, Count of
Albugquerque, the other two were both known as Beatrice de Portugal and are still awaiting more research. The
lineage of all of them is traceable back to Henry, Count of Portugal in 1095’ who was the grandson of Robert,
Duke of Burgundy. Sir Thomas died ca. 1443 and Lady Beatrice in 1447 They are both buried in a beautiful
alabaster tomb in the old church at East Shefford.

Their son John married Joan Fabian widow of Alderman John Horne of London. He was a member of the
Haberdashers Company and lived in London. He is reputed to have received £40 for taking a gilt garter
omamented with pearls to the king of Portugal.

Richard the son of John and Joan married Elizabeth Besyls® the daughter of William Besyls and his wife
Alice Harecourt of Besyls Leigh, the Besyls came from Provence and again probably came to this country in
1066 but we as yet have only been able to trace them back through seven generations.

The next generation has very interesting connections Richard and Elizabeth’s son John married Dorothy
Danvers® and Elizabeth who married John Goddard of Standen Hussey was their yougest daughter. Anne
Danvers was of Norman descent, her father being Sir John Danvers of Dauntesey 1455-1515 whose line is
recorded back to Sir Roland de Alvers. They were thought to have come from Auvers in the Cotentin area of
MNormandy along with the Harecourts and Geoffrey de Mowbray, Bishop of Coutances all three of whom had
properties in Northampton before getting estates in the country. Anne's mother was Anne Stradling 1469-1540
‘the Lady of Dauntesey’. Her family built or enlarged the castle at St Donats shortly after William le Esterling
helped FitzHamon to subdue the South Wales population. Le Esterling gradually became corrupted to Stradling
possibly because it was easier for the locals to pronounce

Although a lot of these early Normans had questionable reputations subsequent generations gradually
mellowed and it seems that the Goddards, an old established and respected family, were well supported by some
of their spouses who had equally good credentials and certainly helped to maintain the Goddard reputation.
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Qur records have John Goddard marrying in about August 1538 so that should Elizabeths
birth about 1518-1520. They had five children Thomas, Anthony, William, Dorothy and Ann.
We do not know what order they were born in but they were all born between say 1540 and
1556

The following is a note from a future publication by the Goddards of Europe
Association

01049 John of Standen Hussey, (this estate was just south or Hungerford, but no longer exists as
such).

In every tree of this family that has been drawn for the last 150 years there was one glaring error,
that can now be corrected, this concerns the dates associated with the marriages of John Goddard of
Standen Hussey (died Nov. 1567), firstly to Elizabeth Phetiplace, and secondly to Alice Goddard. The
real problem was that according to the memorial plague in Clyffe Pypard church and the Heralds
\isitations of 1623, as published by the Harleian Soc., Elizabeth did not die until 17 years after John.
Mow, not even Henry Vil could manage that sort of marriage arrangement! It would have required a
private bill through the House of Lords for John to get a divorce at this period, there is, apparently, no
record of any such divorce and therefore we must conclude that the Elizabeth Phetiplace that John
married died much earlier. An important clue is the differing names quoted in various documents for
the name of her father and the plaque was reported to be unreadable in the early 19" century. John
Aubrey visited the church in about 1660, he wrote that it then said “Here lieth the body of
Elizabeth Goddard, wife of John Goddard Esqr. and daughter to Sir John Fettiplace,
Knight. Who deceased 1550" and not “Sir Robert”, nor “1584", as is now written on the plaque,
(although in précis of the will of John Goddard's father written at the end of August 1556, it does not
give any indication of her death). That fits the other facts but this statement should be verified by
investigating Aubrey's papers in detail, they are now held in the Bodleian Library in Oxford.
Additionally, the editor has recently found a copy of the Harleian Soc. published transcript of the
1665 Visitation of Wiltshire, here the facts agree with those stated by John Aubrey with the additional
information that Alice and John had married and that their sons John, Vincent and Edward were all
born before 1565.




13th June 1994

Dear Mrs Ensor,

Although my husband is from another branch of the Goddard family and not the one which
married into the Fettiplaces, we were very interested in your letter. We have not been ap-
proached by the Fettiplace family before. 1 enclose a leaflet which will give you some idea of
the Goddards and our association. The committee has eight members, three of them being
descendants of John Goddard who married Elizabeth Fettiplace.

I do not know how much you know of England and the estates of the Fettiplaces and God-
dards. Please enquire if you would like to know more. In the meantime [ have included some
items which you might not have seen. Also, have you seen a copy of "Elinor Fettiplace's re-
ceipt book", edited by Hilary SPURLING published by Viking Salamander in 1987, price
£12.95. Apparently the original has a note in the front that it has a connection with Walter
Raleigh and is dated 1604. There is a good introduction to the book with a history of the fami-

ly.
We look forward to hearing from you again.

Yours Sincerely

Julie Goddard
Research Co-ordinator




FETTIPLACE CONNECTION

We have been approached by a desendant of Edmund Fettiplace whose sister, Elizabeth,
married John Goddard of Standen Hussey (who died in 1657). Mrs Kathryn Ensor of Aruna,
Victoria, Australia, has a family tree clearly showing the connection,, which makes her a very
distant relative of Richard, John and Anneca, your committee members. There is a memorial
plaque in Clyffe Pypard church to Elizabeth, the exact wording of which seems to have
become altered over the four centuries since it was erected. John Aubrey, the antiquarian, in
1660 said it read "Here lieth the body of Elizabeth Goddard, wife of John Goddard Esq., and
daughter of Sir John Fettiplace, Knight. Who deceased 1550". It now reads "daughter of Sir
Robert Fettiplace. Who deceased 1584". Mrs Ensor says that the direct male Fettiplace line
died out in the 1700s, but was then assumed by some of the descendants in the female line. We
hope to hear more from Mrs Ensor.
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