June 20, 1991

i
Dear Julie,

Enjoyed receiving your interesting letter. 1 just received my May issue of
Family Tree day before yesterday - sonetimes surface mail takes forever. The
first article I read was your "Chimmey Sweeps,' and it was most interesting.
That cccupation is an unfamiliar cne, but I have heard the superstition of a
bride kissing the "sweep'" for luck., I was not aware that small children were
used, and I'm glad you didn't go into any of the "harrowing” or gruesome details.
You do have a gift or talent for writing.

You mentioned Brian having another Goddard article waiting to be published.
Would it be possible to subscribe to your Goddard newsletter, and if so, would
you please advise the cost in $ - I'm not too familiar with conversion rates.
I would enjoy receiving it as I am very interested in the early history. Your
trip to Clyffe Pypard sounds interesting.

The comments you received regarding the Marlboroughs and Churchills brought a
smile. Other descendants could add another - i.e., was Winston really Lord
Randolph's sem? It is common knowledge that he had syphilis, but Jennie didn't.
I'm not knowledgeable sbout the disease, and perhaps it was not contagious when
he was in remission. It is also common knowledge that Jennie did her share of
philandering, and that it was her and her mother's ambition that she marry into
nobility.

Seriously though, the comments you received aroused my interest, and nmy first
thought was "who was Mr. Withers?' I think he would be an interesting subject
of research. 1 checked some bocks at our village library on Sarah Jennings and
Marlborough, and in one book there was mention of a Mr. Withers, but nothing of
substance. It seems he was a military man who fought with Marlborough in one

of the wars with France. If Sarsh was married to a Mr. Withers, he must have
been a man of some distinction as she wouldn't have married a commoner, would she?
Also, in the books I read, Marlborough began courting Sarah when she was age 15
and at age 18 (1678) they were "'secretly married’ in the presence of the Duchess
of York. As a soldier, during those three years, he probably was away most of
the time. It is curious that the evidence was in a church register which has
been destroyed. If there is anything to your reader's comments, it has been well
covered up.

It would make a great follow-up story, and with your talent for writing and
choice wording, I don't think you would have to worry about a lawsuit. Iock
what the tabloids get away with today! Throughout history there have been
illegitimate offspring of royalty and nobility, and no one thinks anything of it.
However, the Churchills and Spencers (?) probably wouldn't like it.

—




Enclosed is the source of the statement that Elizabeth Miles was the
daughter of Benjamin Miles. I came upon it quite by accident (as often
happens in genealogy), and as a result of Family Tree. I had answered

a query on Perry/Parry in Devonshire in the Readers Interest Section, and
the submitter turned out to be an American serviceman staticned at an RAF
hospital in England! Through correspondence, we discovered we have mutual
ancestors, one of which is the Flagg-Goddard ancestry. His ancestor is
Eleazer Flagg, and he was interested in early info on them in England. I
ordered out the Flagg genealogy, and it gave the information he wanted,
but more importantly, it was a surprise to see in the Goddard portion, the
casual remark, '"He married Elizabeth Miles, daughter of Benjamin Miles of
Ieondon.”" The author's sources mention the "Genealopy of the Descendants
of Edward Goddard," and since Edward is John Harms line, John has no doubt
seen the book, so it probably was not mentioned there. Possibly it came
from Bond's "Family Memorials...Watertown.'" I belong to the New England
Historic Genealogical Society in Boston, and they have a tremendous collection
of material on early New England. Will check to see if they have Bond's
bock. I sent copies of the Goddard info from the book to Kathryn and V.J.

We have been hearing about your unusually cold spring or sumer. It has been
the complete reverse here - we went from winter to summer, no spring weather,
and it has been miserably hot and humid. We feel we are halfway through
sumer, and, according to the calendar, tomorrow is the first day of sumer.
Again, thank you for writing.

Don, .

P.S. -1 will look forward to reading your follow-up story.
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