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1 July 1993
Tel: 0635-32851 -

Dear Mrs Mather,

Thank you for your letter of 25th June.

Regarding the GOONS, they are a law unto themselves as the saying goes. 1 am told that the
journal distributor does it when and if he feels like it. He is not on the telephone (or is ex-
directory) and does not answer letters so there is no way of getting at him. I am also told that
the mail sent to the post restante box stays there until someone is going that way, them if they
feel so inclined, they will pick it up! 1 know it is run by unpaid(?) amateurs but they make such
a fuss about their status and the importance of keeping up to the standards that they set -and
then keep to no standards themselves. I now write direct to P.R.Goodall, 3 Dixey's Cottage,
Great North Road, london N2 ONS. We attended the first meeting of the break away group for
fully constituted groups (those with A categories) and exchanged some moans and grievances.
They are holding a further meeting in Birmingham in September, but we have other things to
do and are not going.

I am afraid that I have two disappointments for you. The membership secretary has not
passed on anything about you and, so far, we cannot tell you anything about John Goddard,
book keeper and theatre owner. We shall, of course, put him on the computer and hope that
something comes up in the fullness of time. We have few, if any, records of Goddards in the
Midlands area (except Leicestershire).

1 do not know whether you want suggestions as to what 1o do next, but here goes.

I should write to the Local Studies department of Wolverhampion Libraries (Snow Hill, Wol-
verhampton) and ask if they have anything about the Wednesbury Theatre. I am taking it that
Wednesbury is administered by Wolverhampton as we could not see a separate libraryauthority
in Wednesbury when I consulted the local reference library. They might also suggest the titles
of any books on theatres in the area. The journals devoted to the acting profession are The Era
and The Stage; the first began in 1838 so you could try consulting the 1850 ditions at the
Colindale Newspaper Library (or get someone to do it for you). There is also Whos who in the
theatre and Spotlight but 1 am not sure that they cover the period which you want.

To get further details about John Goddard, so that you can trace his ancestry, | would con-
sult the 1851 census of Wednesbury next. As there were few Goddards in that area it is very
possible that he came from somewhere else - somewhere about which we have more records.

I will contact the membership secretary and ask where your marriage certificate has got to.
Do get back to Brian and me when you think we can help you more.
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