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GRAVE MATTERS

In the early Victorian years many towns, with their rapidly rising
populations, saw the need for municipal cemeteries. Not only were the
churchyards vastly overcrowded, but many people were dissenters
(members of denominations other than the Church of England) who did
not want to be interred in Anglican graveyards. Leicester's Welford
Road Cemetery was the result of both these pressures.

This publication is in two main sections:
1) aconcise history of the cemetery

2) a conducted tour through the grounds taking in 48 of the
memorials with brief biographies of some of the men and women
who helped make Leicester one of the foremost towns of
Victorian England. Itis to these Lestrians that this book is humbly
dedicated.




20: WILLIAM FLINT

The son of a Leicestershire schoolmaster, William Flint was bomn in 1801, Apprenticed o
the Leicester architect William Parsons, he was articled at the age of 17 and, four years later,
became Parsons' assistant. His first main job was that of Clerk of the Works to the building
of 5t George's Church, Parsons being the architect. St George's, Rutland Street, was the first
parish church w be founded in Leicester since the Reformation. In 1836 Flint was appointed
to the post of Architect and Surveyor to the Borough. An amiable and unassuming man
examples of his work include: Charles Street Baptist Chapel (1830), The New Hall (1831
-now part of the City Library, Wellington Street), The General News Room, Granby Street
(1838 - demolished 1902), The Midland Railway Station, Campbell Street (1840 -
demolished 1892), The Phoenix Assurance Building, Belvoir Street (1842 - only the facade
now remains) and the West Bridge Mills (1848 - now occupied by Pex). William Flint died
in 1862.

21: HENRY GODDARD

One of the town's foremost architects, Henry Goddard was bom in 1792, He founded a
practice which is still in existence. He first appears in the local directory in 1827, in
Belgrave Gate. By 1841 he had moved 1o Market Street, premises now occupied by the
Hinkley and Rugby Building Society, with an office in Bowling Green Street. His son,
Joseph, who designed the Clock Tower, was articled to him in 1856, Amongst Henry
Goddard's works in the town are 100 Regent Street, a house he built for the artist John
Flower (30), the Stoneygate School (1859) and Alderman Newton's Boys' School near
St Martins Church (1864). Henry Goddard died in 1868.

22: FRANCIS HAMES

Bom in 1817, Francis Hames
was also an architect. Although
a Leicester man he moved 1o
London where he practised. He
did, however, return to Leices-
ter in 1874 to supervise the build-
ing of the new Town Hall, which
he had designed. A few years
later he designed the fountain in
Town Hall Square, which was
presented to the town by Sir
Isracl Hart. Francis Hames died
in 1887.




33: JOSEPH WALLIS GODDARD

No relation 1o the architects, Joseph was a chemist with a shop in Gallowtree Gate.
Realising that articles coated in silver plate by the electro-plaling process would be
damaged by traditional abrasive powders, he developed a silver plate polish, still known
today as 'Goddards Silver Plate Powder'. He lived in a house in Regent Road opposite
Victoria Park and died aged 75, in 1927,

34: RICHARD HARRIS father and son

Richard Harris senior was bom in October, 1777, He started his working life as a printer's
apprentice on the Leicester Herald. His newspaper career, however, came 1o an end one
evening when, just before the paper was to be printed, he knocked over some of the newly
set print turning it into ‘pie’. The publisher, Mr Philips (who, by the way, became Lord
Mayor of London) was an ingenious man and, knowing that there was no Lime to reset the
page, ordered it to be left as it was. Above the nonsensical jumble of letters he had printed
words that just as the paper was going to print an important express had armived from
Holland, having no time to translate it, it had been printed in the original Dutch! The

: 1 translation, so the paper informed
the reader, was to be carried in the
* next week's issue. Needless 10 say
the translation never appeared.
Sadly, no copies of this newspaper
seem to have survived. Richard then
entered his father’s hosiery business,
it not being long before he opened
his own framework knitting shop in
Soar Lane. So successful was he that
i he very soon moved into larger
premises in Harvey Lane and a year
later to King Street. He was voted
g onw the new council in 1835, be-
coming Mayor in 1843 when he was
presented to the Queen at Belvoir
Castle - the only Mayor sopresented
who was not wearing any chain or gown of office. The town's mayoral chain and regalia
had been sold in the sale of January, 1836, when the newly elected Liberal Council sold off
the ‘paraphernalia and appurtenances which symbolised the dignity and extravagance of
the late Corporation’.

.?.- ", . = T,

Outside politics Harris was a devout Methodist and founded the Charles Street Chapel
(still standing) in 1830. He died in February 1854, aged 76.
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