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10 November 1999

fen years now | have been researching my husband's family tree in odd
moments.

I have got as far back as the marriage of Fanny (Frances) C HURCHER to James (Jim)
GODDARD at Botley on October 10th 1808. 1 have not seen the original entry in the
marriage register so do not know if there are any more clues there, but I have been able to
find out very little about Fanny and Jim before their marriage.

Jim was said at his marriage to be a "sawyer", which rather puzzled me as I couldn't
imagine why there should be a sawyer in Botley. However. on researching an article on
William Cobbett I found that he bought an estate at Botley around 1808 and was employing
sawyers in the woodlands. I wonder if Jim was employed by him, but I gather that the estate
records are not readily available but one day I shall try to see them.

Jim and Fanny had one child while in the Botley area, William, whose baptism I have
not found. but he was with them in Winchester when they baptised their next son Thomas on
October 4 1812 in St John's Winchester. they remained in Winchester, moving from parish to
parish and at one point being threatened with removal by the Overseers of the Poor for St
Johns to St Bartholomew Hyde for being a liability. Fanny was buried at St Jon's Winchester
aged 58 on Oct 27 1848, making her year of birth (if whoever told the vicar her age was
correct) around 1792.

I wonder if in your researches into the Churcher family you have come across Fanny. |
am told that the two witnesses at the marriage of James Bailey and Hannah Churcher at St
Marys, Portsea on 27 Oct 1810 were "James Goddard and Frances Churcher"”, but my two of
that name had then been married for two vears. It could be that someone else wrote Fanny's
name next to her cross and did not know her married name, but that is only theoretical.

I should be grateful for any information which you might be able to give me and
enclose a stamped addressed envelope.

Yours sincerely,

KRR

Mrs J.R.Goddard

ok

PS One of the reasons that I haven't got very far with this so far is that my husband and his
family aren't interested in their ancestors - an attitude I can't understand!
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