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Dear Julie (if I may),

Herewith, as promised, my family story in two pages. It is rather
on the dense side I think, so you may have to edit it a bit. Also enclosed
is a bit about Buckland. Buckland is interesting because of the condition
of the Parish Register which is complete back to 1539, having been
beautifully transcribed about 1602, either on parchment or vellum; I'm not
sure which as Gloucester C.R.0. have not let me get my hands on it yet.
There are 35 Goddard entries between 1539 and 1650 after which aparti from
a burial of a William in 1668 there are no more entries until the arrival
of Henry Goddard, gent, who married Abigail Gardner, daughter of the Rector
of Buckland in 1685. It was only when I looked at the Gloucester marriage
allegations recently that I found that Henry, gent, was of Castle Eaton,
diocese of Sarum, which might mean that he is not of the Buckland clan.
In all there are 17 baptisms, 6 weddings and 14 burials. The neighbouring
parishes of Snowshill, Didbrook, S5tanton and Stanway all have Goddards
in the 17th century but the records are fragmentary, apart from Stanway,

and I shall try to get something done for the latter.

- E 4
sincerely &

/%




LESLIE FRANK GODDARD FAMILY HISTORY. (GODDARD | INE ). 11/2/93

I was born 17th July 1929, the son of Frank William Goddard and his wife
Florence,nee Tack. My father was born 25th March 1899 at 36.William Edward St.
Balsall Heath and died 14th September 1947. For most of his life he worked
as a bench hand and machinist for the Wright Saddle co who made bicyecle saddles
First at Benacre 5t.Balsall Heath and later at Dale Road,Boornbrook.He Fought
in the first World War,and remained in the army for some time after,serving in
the Hampshire regiment and the Duke of Cornwalls Light Infantry, in the near

east at Constantinople.

His father was Arthur Goddard who died long before I was borm and about
whom [ knew nothing pther than his name until 1 started this research. He was
born lst April 1866 at 245 Great Lister S5t.Aston and died at 36 William Edward St.
on 19th January 1915 aged 48.

Arthur married Susan(Suie) Knight,who was his first ecousin on the Goddard
side in 1886 but more of this later. They had five children of which my father
was third; the oldest was Harold born 1892, second Gladys,after father were
Cyril and Mabel the youngest who died in 1991 aged B4.

Arthur worked in various jobs from Railway waggon builder to timekeeper and

porter;at one time he lived near the markets in Deritend and described himself
as a China merchant,which 1 take to be a crockery vendor rather than someone
sailing a Tea Clipper up the River Rea. Suie died in December 1917 aged 50,
sadly in the Workhouse.She and Arthur are both buried in Warstone Lane Cemetary.
Nevertheless they raised all Eive children that we know of, with their eldest
son Harold taking charge when they died.assisted by Suie's widowed sister
Margaret Thackray, "Aunt Mag" who lived in a back to back up the court behind

no.36. The house in William Edward st.was quite a good house and fairly big,lI

remember it quite well.

Aunt Mag lived until 1943; the only other member of that generation that
I remember was Arthur's younger brother Frank who lived in Vancouver B.C. in

Canada,where he went in his youth. He visited us in 1936 when he came on




(2)

¢
the pilgrimage to Vimy Ridge where he had fought in the Canadian army, in which he

was an officer, in 1916. This exhausts my direct knowledge of the family and brings
us to Arthur's father,my great grandfather of whom | never heard my Falher speak and

of whom Aunt Mabel claimed never to have heard.

He turned out to be the key figure in the story, as it was he who came to
Birmingham around 1852. He was called John James Goddard and was born in Mickleton
Gloucestershire in 1825 where he shows on the 1841 and 1851 censuses. He married
Mary-Ann Skeldon in 1853 at All Saints Church, Hockley, Birmingham. Mary-Ann was a
Birmingham woman. They had three children, Frederick J., Sarah J. and Amelia. 1
know nothing of the first two, though they may have died in childhood, but Amelia
ended up in Canada where she wes living with her half-brother Frank ("Uncle Frank)
i the 1930s. She was 24 years older than him and it may be that she was there
first. John James is referred to as a groom in the early documents, including his
second marriage in 1B64 at St.Peters Dale End to another Mary-Ann, Warren this time.
His first wife had died in 1B61. His second wife's father was a shoemaker and they came
from Leicester. By the 1871 Census, James, as he is most often called at this time,
has metamorphosed into a shoemaker also, "emplying one man". The Warrens were
neighbours in Great Lister 5t, before the marriage and Mary-Ann was described as a
"bootbinder" in 1861, and it is te mpting to see James doing a Willy Mossop with
Mary-Ann as Maggie Hobson.

They had two more children by this time,(1871) Arthur and William,who was born

late 1870. Frank came as an afterthought in 18B3, by which time Mary-Ann was in her
mid forties and John James in his late fifties with children spread over 30 years.
In the 1B8l1 census he was still a shoemaker and the household included a domestic
servant, one Mercy Warman,aged 15. They had moved from 245 to 239 Great Lister St.
one presumes into a larger house, dJames calls himself a Furniture remover in 1883,
Mary-Ann died in 1885 aged 48. James lived until 1896 when he died in the workhouse
aged 71, of "Senile decay and exhaustion", he is described as formerly furniture
remover of Greenway 5t.Bordesley,

I suppose that in the days before there were geriatric hospitals, the workhouse

Fulfilled some of the functions of the N.H.5. as well as the D.S.S.,at any rate many
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Richard was an agricultural labourer. He owned a cottage on the corner of the Broad-
way road where it leaves Mickleton and he lived there from 1815 at the latest, and

he died there in 1837 aged B0. Elizabeth his wife lived for another year and thus
got on to the registry. I have her death certificate.

Richard's son William was married at Mickleton on 1 Jan 1819, to Hannah Low of
Pillerton Priors, Warwicks. William and Hannah lived at a time of agricultural
depression, but they nonetheless produced eight children,all of whom grew to adulthood
and two ofwhom became my great grandparents. William had a sister also called
Hannah,and she contributed to the number of Goddards in the parish,having five with-
out benefit of clergy,the father being one John Grove; three of the five died in

infancy. The other two,both sons,grew up in the village and the eldest,John, had
a family there,but John and his wife both died,leaving his four children orphaned.
They were gone from Mickleton by 1B61. Returning to my ancestral line in the

shape of William and his wife Hannah and their family;this consisted of five sons
and three daughters,ofwhom the oldest son,John,baptised 3 Oct 1825 was my greatgrand-
father,and the youngest daughter, Sarah, born13 Mar 1843 was my great grandmother,
due to my grandfather marrying his eousin. The remainder of the family I know very
little about,other than that the oldest child,Mary Ann, produced an illegitimate son,
Samuel Edward,in 1842: none of the eight children of William and Hannah were married

or buried in Mickleton. Hannah died in 1854 and in 1861 William is found
with only his youngest son,also William, still with him and a housekeeper called
Jemima Yeats. Sister Hannah died in 18&é6. The last Goddard entry in the

Mickleton parish register is the burial of William in 1879. He was 83,but we are not
guite finished with him yet.
My great grandfather, John, or John James as he called himself in Birmingham,was

married to Mary Ann Skeldon,a native of the eity, at All Saints church, Hockley on
25 Sep 1853. Her fFather was a gold smith of some sort,John James describes himself
A5 A groom. There were three children of this marriage,frederick J.and Sarah 1.,
who were both named after siblings of John James, and who both seem to have died young
in the 1860s; the third, Amelia lived into the 1940s. Mary Ann died in 1861,by
which time they were living in Aston. On 9 Oct 1864 John James married again, to
another Mary Ann,Warren this time, at 5t Peters, Dale End in the centre of Birmingham;
her father was a shoemaker from Leicester, the Bride herself was described as a Boot-
binder, the Groom was still a groom, thoughnot for long. The Goddards kept 5t Peters
quite busy about now,as four months later,on 12 Feb 1B865,5arah,J.J.s sister married
William Knight,Tailor of Bengeworth there,with their father,William,up from Mickleton
to give the bride away. 1 know this because William himslf also married the next day,
13 Feb to Jemima his housekeeper. He was 69. John James and Sarah signed as witnesses.

Having married the shoemaker's daughter, J.J. now metamorphosed into a shoe maker
himself,"employing one man" according to the 1871 census; in the meantime, he and
Mary Ann had produced my grandfather, Arthur, who was born on 1 Apr 1866 and another
son,William, in 1870. In Feb 1883 a further son,Frank,was born to them, a bit of an
afterthought this, as J.J.was 57 by now, and Mary Ann in her mid 40s. Mary Ann
died two years later; John James in 1896,aged 71. In circumstances which I have not
been able to elucidate, Frank and his half-sister Amelia,who was 24 years his senior,
went to Canada and Frank fought in the first world war as an officer in the Canadian
Army . I met him as a child when he came over for the inauguration of the Canadian
memorial at Vimy Ridge. They lived in Vancouver,and Frank had children there.

Arthur,as he grew up had a variety of occupations, from Railway waggon builder,by
way of "China Merchant"(crockery vendor,l reckon)to time keeper/porter,more important
From my standpoint, he was married, on 5 April1886 at Holy Trinity, Bordesley, in
Birmingham, to Susan Knight,who was daughter of Sarah Goddard and thus his first
cousin. He was20, she 19. They had five children, the third one being my Father,
Frank Hilliam,mh?rfgaeburn 25 Mar 1899. Arthur died in Jan 1915 aged 48,Susan in
Dec1917. Th&l?"wa Said in the family to have been a love match

My father,like his uncle and namesake,frank,fought in France in the first world war
so they had something in common when they met in 1936;he stayed on in the Army for a
few years after 1918 and saw service in the near East. This apart he spent most of
his working life with the Wright Saddle Co. who made bicycle saddles, though in the
second world war he worked at the Austin aireraft plant. Frank married my mother,
Florence Tack in 1923, I am their only child, though my father's youngest Brother,
Cyril had five sons with whom I wunfortunately have had no contact since childhood.
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APPENDIX iv BUCKLAND B/12/93

Comments on Chart

We have to remember that the fine condition of the early Parish Register here
is due to it's being copied, probably on vellum, about 1602, This is likely
to have been because the original was deteriorating, so that anything that had
perished would not be on the 1602 copy; in short we cannot be certain that the
information is as perfect as the document, though it could be. Incidentally,
the record deteriorates rapidly after this, but luckily does not concern us.

Now, concerning John Goddard's relationship, if any,with generation 3 on
the chart: itwill be seen that the three representatives of this generation
are all children of "Wm." We have a choice two Williams of the previous age group,
but whichever it is Thave a copy of his will, made in 1616. He leaves items to
the threeon the chart, William, Anne,and Richard, plus a daughter,Barbara,whose
baptism we don't have, (nor do we have a burial for William himself who seems to
have died in 1623). there is no mention of John, which appears to eliminate
the possibility of his being of that family; this leavess us looking for an
unrecorded or undiscovered baptism from some other member of gerneration 2,maybe

in another Parish,

Buckland is a very small Parish and it adjoins other small Parishes, some of
which contain Goddards e.g. Stanton, Stanway, Snowshill. The state of the
registers from these varies, usually from incomplete through illegible to non-

existent, hence my inability to get any further; so far that is.




