
rhe eviden,* to,.,T:::y,hil lHto?*'fi#ffi"T.?ff.**,:, u,,a rargery on w1rs, theearliest being that of witliarn Goddard of SnowshilJ made in 1635 uno prooJ in 1d43. In it henames his wifb' N{argaret, two daughters, both rnarried, cne Elizabeth Lo-r.bie and the other,u*named but possibly dec'eased,'rr'ho'sas married to a william work-^nun(bf*.rrorn she had threechildren) and three sons, William(the elctest) R_obert(the second,\ and Bjchard(the yo'ngest).williarn junisr has a daughter Ma^ry and F*abert a daughter valentine. All these including theworkrnan ehildren receiv. ed legacies, and five shillings w.ent to the poor of snowshill. Theexesutors were his'sift h{argaret and Richard.-.vho was the rnain legatee, getting the',teeement,appurta-nces a-nd la-nd thereunto belonging" a-fter Margeret's decease. wh-en the w-.rll ca_me toprobate after Wjllia-'n's death in Nov 164-t Margaret ti. as already dead but the will was not alteredand remained as written on 15 Dec 1535. TGe'-.vitnesses signed to say that they had beenpresent at the rnaking ef the wil! and on the reve{se of the docurnent wiliia-rn'; br+ther John',of thecitty of woreester" ma.dea statement vaJidatingit signed on 30 N.ov 1643.

The parish records for snowshill are extremely patchy for this periodr but there are two femalebaptises {Alice se9-1-574 and Margaret 15 Det'T57gitc a Roberr Goddard who is probably theRobert buried in 1583: there is also the baptism of I\4ary Goddard in oct 1596 to !v. rlliarnGodcard whc must be the william ef the *rill, in whichiase she would. be the future wift of Wm.workman(their first child was also Mary). very few Bishops transcripts survive and they containco f'rrther information,though those around lf-ia ar+in the sarne immitable hand as william,s will.The only other refere^nl 
fs a marriage on25 Dec 1685 af an Ana Goddard of Gt washbourne toEdward Drinkwater of Alderon r+&ich does act seem relev-ant ic the matter in hand.

The two older sons of william, williarn junior and Robert, ne*_ appear in the parish of overburyin Worcestershire on the southern slope of Bredon FLll ani both rv. ere married there, Williamjunior to Joyce Pulley on13 Jun 1622 andR-otrert to Alice Little on T4Feb 16-q3. williamjunior's first(and apparently only)child Ma-ry was bapt. in 163-r, and Roben's first, valentine, onl4Feb 16-?4,hence 
lhe only appearan*e of this nu*, in the family record so far. A-c these twodaughters are named in the 1635 q/ill there can be no d+ubt as to the identity af this williarn andRobert- Mary e'rentually married a Giles klalin (or Mealing) and producej chrldren in o..erburyfrorn 1555 on and they were rnentioned inrilJlliam jun orb rvrtl.srhen he e..-.entually died in theparish in 1677 ' Fobert d,oe-q not appeat in overbury after 1d38 r,-.hen lus tlurd eluld, a-notherRobert,'was baptized, ncr has his subsequent whereabouts been found.

The third son of williarn seni+r of sno-Nshill, Richard, dces not seem to have rnarriec or hadchildren, but his wjll e.xists dated 1673 and.he left land and property in the paris.h ofEc.kingtonand the adjoining parish of Defford2 to william junior, nobert ano itreir off pring, with Richard,sfreehold property in both parishes going to John, one of R-obert,s sons and his le_aserrold prope,rtyproviding income for William, his dauglte,r lv-Iary Mealings and her son. This rvill seems topravide the basis for the numerous and apparentli, *uor.*r-*_fi"1 Gaddard fumily in Eckington rryhichwas still in situ in the late nineteenth century and.ar.ho make occasional appearances in

13f*,f,T:f'J:..T::,ryTiJ^,i:flp transcript made by the soc of cenearog,,,r ru*i,*
l|**n 

it is not.possible to know how gaod the originat was
The will of Robert Godard(bur'in Eckington l8lO)disposes of what is probably the Defford freehold.
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neighbouring parishes.rrhere they can be confi:sed with the Stal.ray Goddards to w.hom the..3'
may be distaatly related.

The Eckington parish register dces n+t survive before 16?8 and the B.Ts are unsatisfuctory fbr
the rele..'ant period and the first recorded Goddard er.,ents in the 1690s probably involr,e R-obert's
grandchildren who may well not have been born in the parish3. Another reference attests to
the presence of Richard in Fskington in the 1650s; this this a deposition made to the Quarter
Sessionso in 1659 in which he is accused of growing "400 rods" of tobacco in "Eckington field"
tlus infringing the monopoly granted to the Ameriean colonies. How seriously this was taken
may be judged by the faot that he was supposed tc be fined the then enormous surn of ftur
hundred pounds. His accuser one William Harrison, claimed that he was entitled under the law
to receive half of this sum!5 If Richard ever payed up it did not impoverish him judging by his
will. He also appears in the Hearth Tax record for 16626.

Richard is described as a Freemason in the abo*-,e document" and also in his wil!; his elder brother
Williarn -:r.ho died in 1677 at Overbury seerns also to have been a Mason as he left his axe and
harnmer to a rnan who.xas not a family member, as Richard had to his apprentice. Most of
William's other bequests were to his daughter Mary and her children, but he did not enjoy
anvthino like the same <legree of afflrrence as R-icherd H.is rvift was made exec.Jtor but not
named; she died inl574 and it see{ns unlikely that he married again; the only date on the -rvill is 17
Ian 1677 rvhich on the dating system then in use would be after his death(he .sas buried 20 Dec
1677)and so must be the date of probate. No will lus been found fbr B*obert, nor is it known
.r.".here he went after his last appearance in the register at Overbury. He may have been in
Worcester where his uncle John was living in 1643, though as this brings us to the period of the
civil war and the Commonwealth whe.n sennrdc nftan lqnce.l it may be difficr:lt tO find Out.

At this point it becomes neccessary to addresss the questions raised by the 1608 mus:ter rolls for
Gl+ucestershire. This military survey has been preserved complete except for the city of
Gloucester and its liberties; it was subsequently published in book form with index and contains
"The Names and Surnames of a!! the Abl+ and Suffficient men in Body fit for FIis N{ajestys Service
in the Wars within the County of Gloucestershire". The age limits'.vere six-teen and si*y,
broken down into three categories; (1) "about twenty",(2)"about forty" and {-1.) "between fifty and
threescore": there are 19,402 names listed, including fbur Goddards a-nd two of these are in
Snowshill, William and Robert. Williarn and Robert are both in category (1) thcugh this might
mean anything between sixteen and tlurty something andthey are both described as "mason";
William also has (Tr) against his narne indicating that he rrr'as a trained soldier. It seems obvious
at first sight that we are looking at William junior and Robert with younger brother Fichard under
age and n+t listed and William senior either unfit or over age. This howeve.E raises problerns;
Wlliam would then have to be at least about t.nenty to have be*ome atrairrcd soldier. w.ith

" The name Robert recurs in nearly every generation in Eckington but never in the Stanway Goddards sofar
as is known
a W+r C.P-.$.Q. Session Index 95/21
t As Harrison accused six other men of the same offence at the same time he stood to make a pretty penny
out sf his idormiagbusiness in whieh his wi& was alss invslved
u Wor C.R.O. 900:400i



Rcbert not much younger? making William arot:nd ninety w.hen he died and R-obert also very old.

B+th were certainly ali..'e and active when Riehard mad.e his vrill in 1557 . The alternati*"e ''vould

be for William senior to be the one on the Vluster Rolls and stretch the "about twenty" of 1608 to

the ma.'.imum, say 33, rvhich would mean a date of birth cl575 gMng him just about time to

fbther Mary in 1596, follewed by William and F-cbert by say, 1601, then Elizabeth and Richard by

around 1605. This vrould give them all time to do .nhat they had done by 1535 'shen Williarn

senior's will.nas made, but it is a bit tight and it requires William senior ta be a mason and to ha*"e

a brother called B-obert, also a mason; not irnpossible but the.re is no evidence to support the last

twc assurnptions. On the accompanying fan:ily tree alternative dates of birth are given to allo's

for both possibilities.

The Snowshill Goddards look like members of the yeoman class. A tithe rent bookT names

lljlliam Goddard as pa;'ing rent for "my c!ose*' {ie the incumbent's) and sorne rights in the

meadow. The book eover.q abor;t ten years fiom ! 624 and William a-ppears in it from 1627 to

1631. In the firs.t entry he is ealled "Goddard of Littlervorth" rvhich +onfirms a link with the vrel!

establis.hed Goddard fu'nily of the neighbouring parish of Buekland, rvhere a,nother William

Goddard made a will in 1616 Naming his "Godson Goddard of Littleworth"E

The coenectiol bet',rreen these Gadderds and those of Eckjngt+n seems eertain enough but lacks

some vital links, notably a baptisrn for Francis the progenitor +f the latter. There is a possibili4'

of a s.ontinring c+nnection in W'orcester where a B-obert and a John baptize e'hildren with the right

sort of names in *",arious c.ity parishes in.the l5?0s and 80s. Ths connection vrould pres'umably

go back to John Goddasd "of the eitty ofWorcester" of +$e 16-15 will of Vfjlliam and there are

hints of it later with the EckinEon Godards $ome of whom marry there.

' Glo c.R.o. P3{}7 in3/l
3 Littleworth was a hamlet of Snowshill now marked by Littleworfh Wood" which is in the care of the

National Tru-st at fircsent.
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GODDARDS IN TI{E 160g }-{USTER ROLLS
FOR GLOUCFSTERSHIFS

Compiled by John Smyttr of North NJbley who appears on the ro11 for that parish. Preserved at

Be.rkeley Castle anel published in 1902 as "Men and Armour in Gloucestershire 1608"- R-eprinted

with index in 1980 by Alan Sutton, Gloucester, in a limited edition of 400. Copy on open shelves

at Glos. CRO.

Smyt"h's subtitle reads: -

,'The narnes of all the Able and Sufficient rnen in Body fit for His N{ajesty's Service in ttre Wars

\sithin the County of Gloucestel" then "Vie,wed by the Rigtrt Hon.Henry Lord Berkele;'Lord

Lieutenant of the said CountS'by direction of His Majesty in the nnonth of August 1608 in the

sixth year cf the reign of James the First". There are 19,402 names listed including four

Goddards en the rolls and one other alluded to*.

There is a key as follows;-

The figrre (1) sheweth that the age of the man bee abcut Twenty

The figure (2) Sheweth that the age of the man bee about Forty

The fig-rre (3) Sheweth that the age of the mao bee between Fifty a-nd Threescore

The L'r (p) Sheweth the man bee of the tallest staJure fit to make a Pikeman

The L'r N{) Sheweth the man bee of middle stature fit to make a Musketeer

The L'rs (Ca) Sheweth the man bee of lower sffiure fit to serve with a Caliver

The L'rs f.ry; Sn"-*e.th the man bee of meanest stature fit for a Pyoner or little other use

The L'rs iT'il Sh**e.th that at the taking of this view hee was then a Trained Soldier

The L'rs(Sub) Sheweth that the said rnan was then a Subsidy rnan

The Goddards listed are, by parish, as follows:-
Buckland & ,,Laberton". Forty nine names are given inc.luding

Williarn Goddard fun.
Richard Batte Sen'ant to

(1) (M) (sub)

William Goddard Senx.{1) (M)

Snowshill. 24 names given including
William Goddard, mason
Robert Goddard, rnason

Lec.khampt os. 27 names including
William Goddard, husbandman ( 1) (P)

These are all the Goddards listed. There are none at Stanway, though Nathaniel G+ddard should

be either there or at Leckhaurpton where he baptized a child in1610.

{1) {Tr) Also his apprentice Thos.Brornle,' (1) {P)
(1) (ca)
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