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unnamed but possibly deceased. who was married to a

children) and three sons, William(the eldest) Robert(the second) and Richard(the youngest

William junior has a daughter Mary and Robert 2 daughter Valentine. All these including
. e et

o=\,

and remained as written on 15 Dec 1

present at the making of the will and on the reverse of the document William's brother John"of the

citty of Worcester" made a statement validatine it signed on 30 Nov 1643.

The parish records for Snowshill are extremely patchy for this period" but there are two female

baptisms (Alice Sep1574 and Margaret 15 Dec 1579) to a Robert Goddard who is probably the

Robert buried in 1583: there is also the baptism of Mary Goddard in Oct 1596 to William

Goddard who must be the William of the will, in which case she would be the future wife of Wm.

. Workman(their first child was also Mary). Very few Bishops transcripts survive and they contain

no further information,though those around 1620 are in the same inimitable hand as William's will,
The only other reference is a marriage on 25 Dec 1686 of an Ann Goddard of Gt Washbourne to

Edward Drinkwater of Alderton which does not seem relevant to the matter in hand.

The two older sons of William, William junior and Robert, next appear in the parish of Overbury
in Worcestershire on the southern slope of Bredon Hill and both were married there, William
junior to Joyce Pulley on13 Jun 1622 and Robert to Alice Little on 14 Feb 1633,  William
junior's first(and apparently only)child Mary was bapt. in 1633 and Robert's first, Valentine, on
14Feb 1634, hence the only appearance of this name in the family record so far. As these two
daughters are named in the 1635 will there can be no doubt as to the identity of this William and
Robert.  Mary eventually married a Giles Malin (or Mealing) and produced children in Overbury
from 1655 on and they were mentioned in William junior's will when he eventually died in the
parishin 1677.  Robert does not appear in Overbury after 1638 when his third child, another
Robert, was baptized, nor has his subsequent whereabouts been found.

The third son of William senior of Snowshill, Richard, does not seem to have married or had
children, but his will exists dated 1673 and he left land and property in the parish of Eckington
and the adjoining parish of Defford? to William junior, Robert and their offspring, with Richard's
freehold property in both parishes going to John, one of Robert's sons and his leasehold property
providing income for William, his dauchter Mary Mealings and her son.  This will seems to

ughter Mealings and i
provide the basis for the numerous and apparently successful Goddard family in Eckington which
as still in situ in the late nineteent

a
h century and who make occasional appearances in

£

-

The parish register has disappeared but a printed transcript made by the Soc.of Genealogists survives,
though it is not possible to know how good the original was
. The will of Robert Godard(bur.in Eckington 1810)disposes of what is probably the Defford frechold.



ighbouring parishes where they can be confused with the Stanway  Goddards to whom they

neighbouring paris be confiised

may be distantly related.
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vents in the 1690s prob -
he parish’. Another reference attests to

his this a deposition made to the Quarter

: . e
grandchildren who may well not have been born in t
the presence of Richard in Eckington in the 1650s; t

the p 650
Sessions® in 1659 in which he is accused of growing "400 rods" of tobacco in "Eckington field"
thus infringing the monopoly granted to the American colonies. How seriously this was taken
may be judged by the fact that he was supposed to be fined the then enormous sum of four
hundred pounds. His accuser one William Harrison, claimed that he was entitled under the law
to receive half of this sum!*  If Richard ever payed up it did not impoverish him judging by his
will. He also appears in the Hearth Tax record for 1662°.

Ba & USiiaAVi: 1381w

a Freemacgon in the above doecum
a Freemason in the ve docurt

338 )

Overbury seems also to h

qu Y L
a yfhmo like the same deoree of affluence as Richard
anything like the same degree of affluence as Richard. H
named; she died in1674 and it seems unlikely that he marri

1677)and so must be the date of probate. No will has been found for
‘where he went after his last appearance in the registe
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Gloucestershire.  This military survey has been preserved complete except for the city of

in the Wars within the County of Gloucestershire”. The age limits were sixteen and sixty,
broken down into three categories; (1) "about twenty" (2)"about forty" and (3) "between fifty and
threescore": there are 19,402 names listed, including four Goddards and two of these are in
Snowshill, William and Robert. William and Robert are both in category (1) though this might

William also has (Tr) against his name indicating that he was a trained soldier. It seems obvious
ht that we are looking at William junior and Robert with younger brother Richard under

2
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age and not listed and William senior either unfit or over age.  This however raises problems;
William would then have to be at least about twenty to have become a trained soldier, with

2285 Fa B8 8L

2
3

The name Robert recurs in nearly every generation in Eckington but never in the Stanway Goddards sofar
as is known
4 5
) Wor C.R.O.Q. Session Index 96/21
As Harrison accused six other men of the same offence at the same time he stood to make a pretty penny

out of his informing business in which his wife was also involved

6 o
Wor C.R.0O. 900:4001



Robert not much younger, making William around ninety when he died and Robert also very old.
Both were certainly alive and active when Richard made his will in 1667. T

be for William senior to be the one on the Muster Rolls and stretch the "about twenty" of 1608 to
the maximum, say 33, which would mean a date of b1 75 giving hir t

father Mary in 1596, followed by William and Robert by say, 1601, then Elizabeth and Richard by
around 1605, This would give them all time to do what they had done by 1635 when William

he alternative would
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senior's will was made, but it is a bit tight and 1t req
a brother called Robert, also 2 mason; not impossible but there is no evidence

two assumptions. On the accompanying family tree alternative dates of birth are gi
for both possibilities.

The Snowshill Goddards look like members of the yeoman class. A tithe rent book’ names
William Goddard as paying rent for "my close" (ie the incumbent's) and some rights in the

L8 b 120 22IURRRIURARAR $88 L

meadow. The book covers about ten years from 1624 and William appears in it from 1627 to
1631, In the first entry he is called "Goddard of Littleworth" which confirms a link with the well

2o E iet VY202

established Goddard family of the neighbouring parish of Buckla

LS S 4 =

o N r
Goddard made a will in 1616 Naming his "Godson Goddard of Littleworth"*

nd, where another William

Glo CR.O. P307 in 3/1
Littleworth was a hamlet of Snowshill now marked by Littleworth Wood, which is in the care of the
National Trust at present.
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Compiled by John Smyth of North Nibley who appears on the roll for that parish. Preserved at
Rerkelpy Castle and Published in 1902 as "Men and Armour in Glnuceq’m[qhwe 608" Rgpgigi;ed

with index in 1980 by Alan Sutton, Gloucester, in a limited edition of 400. Copy on open shelves
at Glos. CRO.

Smyth's subtitle reads:-

"The names 11 the Able and Sufficient men in Body fit for His Majesty's Service in the War
e f all the \! jesty's Servic ars

nam A0 RRr: 2 RED W e

within the County of Gloucester" then "Viewed by the Right Hon Henry Lord BerkeleyLord

Lieutenant of the said County by direction of His Majesty in the month of August 1608 in the
sixth year of the reign of James the First". There are 19,402 names listed including four

Goddards on the rolls and one other alluded to*.

There is a key as follows;-
(1) Sheweth that the age of th bee about Twenty
gure (2) Sheweth that the age of th 1an bee about Forty
) Sheweth that the age of thP 1an bee between Fifty and Threescore

€ man

bee of the talle sta‘rure fit to make a Pikem
) the man bee of middle stature fit to make a Muskefper
th the man bee of lower qf&ture fit to serve with a Caliver
he of meanest stature fit for a Pyoner or little other u
Tr. thwe-th th.at at the taking of this view hee was then a Trained Soldier

'rs(Sub) Sheweth that the said man was then a Subsidy man

The Goddards listed are, by pnflsh as follows:-
Buckland & "Laberton". Forty nine names are given including
William Goddard Jun. (1) (M) (Sub)
Richard Batte Servant to
William Goddard Sen*.(1) (M)
Snowshill. 24 names given including
William Goddard, mason (1) (Tr) Also his apprentice Thos Bromley (1) (P)
Robert Goddard, mason (1) (Ca)
Leckhampton. 27 names including
William Goddard, husbandman (1) (P)

These are all the Goddards listed. There are none at Stanway, though Nathaniel Goddard should
be either there or at Leckhampton where he baptized a child in1610.
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