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26th December L994

Dear Mr Goddard,

I enclose aleaflet about the Goddard Association.

Although we know of the Goddards of Warwickshire and Worcestershire, we do not know of
anyonJwho is actively researching them and have no family trees for that-area in our files.
However, this is not to saw that one of our members is not descended from this branch but has
not yet submitted their ancestry to us for recording. Members of our Association^can appealfor
help from other members thr6ugh the quarterly newsletter. I enclose a copy of the issue for
lasf June.

Yours Sincerelv

Julie Goddard
Research Co-ordinator

errropedirecteuroPa.eu @oomoezggrotr
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Dear  Mrs  Goddard ,

Thank you fo r  your  le t te rs  o f  2nd and 7 th  Jan.  The names o f

Mr  Ayres '  cous ins  do  no t  r j -ng  a  be l l  w i th  me but  I  sha l l  keep an  eye open fo r

t h e m . R e  J e m i m a  G o d d a r d . o f  M i c k l e t o n ,  s h e  i s  o n e  o f  m i n e  i n  o . I o t h e l

i n t e r e s t i n g  w a y ,  b e i n g  t h e  s e c o n d  w i f e  o f  m y  g . g . g r a n d f a t h e r  W i l l i a m  G o d d a r d ;

she appears  as  h is  housekeeper  in  the  1851 census  in  Mick le ton . They  wed in

F e b . 1 B 5 5  w h e n  h e  w a s  5 9 , a t  S t .  P e t e r ' s  D a l e  E n d ,  i n  t h e  c e n t r e  o f  B i r m i n g h a m '

the  day  a f te r  h is  youngest  daughter  Sarah a l -so  mar r ied  there .  The wedd ings

w e p e  p l e s u m a b l y  f r o m  t h e  h o u s e  o f  m y  g . g r a n d f a t h e r ,  J o h n  J a m e s  G o d d a r d ( w h o

brought  the  fami ly  to  th is  c i ty )and who s igned as  w i tness  in  bo th .  Sarah

a l - s o  w i t n e s s e d  t h e i r  f a t h e r r s  m a r t i a g e , a n d  s h e  t o o  i s  m y  g r e a t  g r a n d p a r e n t r a s

my grandfa ther  mar r ied  h is  cous in . These wedd ings ' , :he lped to  reso lve  some

prob lems I  was  hav ing  w i th  John James ' ident i t . y ras  he  was John in  Mick le ton  and

J a m e s  i n  B i r m i n g h a m ,  a n d  l i e d  a b o u t  h i s  a g e .

I  have t raced my fami ly  in  G louces tersh i re  back  to  1  544 w i th  a  g rea t  degree

of  cer ta in ty  and some deta i l ,and  there  is  a  l ine  on  two fu r ther  genera t ions

which  is  qu i te  c red ib le  bu t  hard  to  to  subs tan t ia te .

I  have now wr i t ten  to  John C.Goddard  a t  Accr ing ton  ask ing  to  jo ln  the  Goddard

S o c i e t y  o f  E u r o p e , b u t  h a v e  n o t  s o  l a r  h e a r d  b a c k .

Yours  fa i th fu l l v
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Dear  Mrs  Goddard .

My name is  Les l ie  Frank  Goddard ,and I  have been research inq

my fami ly  h is to ry  fo r  two years  o r  so ,w i th  a  reasonab l -e  amount  o f  success .  I  have worked

o n  m y  o w n  u p  u n t i l  n o w , b u t  I  t h i n k  t h a t . I ,  h a v e  r e a c h e d  t h e  p o i n t  w h e r e  I  o u g h t  t o  b e

mak ing  contac t  w i th  o thers  in  the  l ie ld . I  have recent ly  jo ined the  B i rmingham and

Mid land Soc ie ty  fo r  Genea logy  and Hera ldy , though so  fa r  the  on ly  contac t  I  have is  w i th

M r s  P a t r i c i a  G o d d a r d  o f  C a m p b e l l  R i v e r , B . C . C a n a d a , a n d  i t  w a s  s h e  w h o  g a v e  m e  y o u r  n a m e ,

wi th  the  in fo rmat ion  tha t  you  are  do ing  a  One Name Study  on  Goddard . I f  y o u  a r e  s t i 1 l

e n g a g e d  i n  t h i s  I ' w o n d e r  i f  y o u  m i g h t  b e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  w h a t  I  h a v e  d o n e  s o  f a r , o r  i f  y o u

coufd  adv ise  me on fu r ther  s teos  or  contac ts .

My fami ly  have been in  B j - rmingham for  four  genera t ions ,bu t  my fo rbears  came f rom

Mick l -e ton  in  G l -ouces tersh i re  and be fore  tha t  Weston-sub-Edge,Qu inLonrand Ch ipp ing  Camden,

w i t h  p o s s i b l e  f u r t h e r  l i n k s  t o  B r o a d w a y r W o r c s . a n d  B u c k l a n d . I  a l -so  have re l -a t i ves  in

V a n c o u v e r r B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a r w h o  a r e  d e s c e n d e C  f r o m  m y  G r e a t  U n c f e r F r a n k  G o d d a r d r w h o m  I

ac tua l l y  me t  as r  a  sma l - l -  ch i l d  when  he  came on  a  v i s i t  f o r ; t he  ded i ca t i on  o f  t he  Canad ian

Army memor ia l  a t  V imy R idge. Unfor tunate ly  there  has  been no  contac t  w i th  them fo r

v e r y  m a n y  y e a r s r a n d  P a t r i c i a  G o d d a r d r s  f a m i l y  a r e  o f  d i f f e r e n t  o r i g i n r a n d  s h e  w a s  n o t

ab le  he lp  much in  my enqu i r ies  in to  the  w l i ry  and when o f  the  emigra t ion .  I  hope tha t

s o m e  o f  t h i s  m a y  b e  o f  i n t e r e s t  t o  y o u .

Y o u r s  s i n c e r e l y

f
lv Q*"--J
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D e a r  J u l i e ,
Thank you fo r  your  le t te r  and the  photograph o f  the  Goddard  gaLher ing .

We have been awayf rom home fo r  a  wh i le  and found i t  when we go t  backrhence the

s o m e w h a t  l a t e  r e p 1 y .  I  h a v e  s t i l l  n o t  r e a d  a n y  o f  R o b e r t  G o d d a r d ' s  b o o k s r b u l

your  remarks  about  the  Owens becoming s i l versmiLhs  overn igh t  took  my eye.  I  don ' t

k n o w  w h e n  t h e y  a r r i v e d  i n  t h e  c i t y r b u t  u p  u n t i l . t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  o f  t h e  1 9 t h  c e n -

tu ry  on ly  a  smal l  p ropor t ion  o f  B i rmingham peop le  worked fo r  la rge  concerns , the

major i t y  opera ted  under  a  sys tem whereby  the  master  o r  fac to r  migh t  occas iona l l y

prov ide  the  workshoprbut  genera l l y  the  workman under took  to  supp ly  a  g iven number

o f  a r t i c les  a t  a  g iven  pr ice  and t ime.  He woufd  employ  whoever  he  l i ked  to  do

th j -s (o f ten  h is  own fami ly )and pay  them whatever  he  thought  f i t ; the  produc t ion

usua l ly  took  p lace  on  the  rnanr ,s  own premises .  Th is  was the  "Gar re t  Master " r the

typ ica l  B i rmingham employer  o f  the  ear ly -mid  19 th  century .  There  was no  bar  to

a  man do ing  any th ing  he  cou ld  ge t  in to ,  and mar r iage f requent ly  p rov ided the  en t ree

in to  a  new t rade.  The gun and jewe l le ry  t rades  in  par t i cu fa r  were  run  l i ke  th is ,

and the  jewe l le ry  bus iness  s t i l l  i s  to  some ex ten t .  I t  was  in  some ways  l i ke  a

co t tage indus t ry ,  bu t  w i t .h  much grea ter  l -eve ls  o f  sk i l l  i nvo lved,  and in  the  case

of  jewe l le ry ,  w i th  concent ra t ion  in  one fa i r l -y  smal l  d is t r i c t  under  the  eye  o f  the

Bi rminghham Assay . The  Jewe l l e r y  Quar te r  i s  s t i l l  t he re ,  and  has  become son te -

th ing  o f  a  tour is t  a t t rac t ion ;  hundreds  o f  smal1  jewe l le rs  have been encouraged to

s e l l  t h e i r  o w n  p r o d u c e  s o  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e . l o t s  o f  s h o p s r n e a r l y  a l l  o f  w h i c h  h a v e  a

workshop beh ind  or  above. T h e  w o r k  i s  v i r t u a l l y  a l l  i n  g o l d ,  s i l v e r r a n d  p r e c i o u s

s tones ;  there  are  s t i l f  a  fa i r  few "Gar re t  Masters" to  be  found.  I  was  there

myse l f  th is  a f , te rnoon look ing  fo r  a  b rooch fo r  my daughter rs  b i r thday ,  hence th is

d isser ta t ion  on  B i rmingham work  prac t ises . I n  s h o r t ,  t h e r e  w o u l d  b e  l i t t l e

d i f f i cu l ty  in  the  0wens becoming s i l versmi ths  o r  any th ing  e lsero iven a  b i t  o f  l -uck

and the  r igh t  connect ion ,  e .g  my own grea t  g randfa ther  John Goddard ,  who a t  the  age

of  40  mar r ied  a  shoe maker 's  daughter  and was t rans formed in to  a  shoe maker .

I  hope tha t  you  are  bo th  keep ing  we l l ;  te1 l  Bryan tha t .  I  sha l l  send my map showing

the  progress  o f  the  Goddardrs  in  G l -ouces tersh i re  fa i r l y  soon

S i n c e r e l y

",rlr'fi
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Dear  Br ian

Herewi th  a  map o f  Gfouces tersh i re ,as  the  one I  gave you a t  the  AGM,but  r *ow

d i v i d e d  i n t o  f o u r  7 5  y e a t  p e r i o d s  w h i c h  t a k e : i t  u p  t o  1 8 4 0 .  T h e  l i s t  o l  f i r s t  a p p e a r -

ances  is  s t i l l  based on  the  IGI .  You to ld  me tha t  some one is  work ing  on  a  da ta-

base fo r  the  IGI  so  I  have no t  a t tempted to  make a  l i s t  o f  en t r ies  fo r  the  las t  two

per iods ;  su f f i ce  i t  to  say  tha t  the  Goddards  in  the  nor th  o f  the  county  s t i l l  seem to

ddr iVe f id i i i  the  e l r l i  g roup around Buck land,wh i le  those in  the  par ishes  near  C i ren-

ces ter  appear  to  be  l - inked together  and i -nc lude the  1590 mar r iage in  G louces ter .  The

Goddards  in  Lhe south  are  d i f f i cu l t  to  t ie  together .

0 n  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  B u c k l - a n d r I  h a v e  h a d  a n o t h e r  l o o k  a t  t h e  p a r i s h  r e g i s t e r s o a n d  i t

looks  to  me as  i f  the  fami l -y  in  nor th  G los . rea l l y  does  s ta r t  here  and is  no t  an  e f fec t

o f  the  surv iva f  o f  the  reg is te rs ,as  the  ear ly  Goddards  in  the  ad jo in ing  par ishes  seem

in  each case to  descend f rom one ind i -v idua l rwhereas  in  Buck l -and there  are  severa f  ' ,  r

r igh t  f rom 1539r in  fac t . , i f l  I  remember  cor rec t ly , the  th ree  vo l -umes cop ied  in  1500 each

s tar t  w i th  a  Goddard . The f i rs t  bur ia l  i s  tha t  o f  Wi l l iam Goddard  on  14  Aor t l  1539

and qu i te  by  chance I  recen l fy  came accross  h is  w i l l  in  Worces ter  CRO:  i t  e f fec t i ve ly

demol ishes  my specufa t ive  scheme fo r  the  f i rs t  genera t ions  as  se t  ou t  in  the  char t  I

g a v e  t o  y o u  a t  t h e  A G M  l a s t  s p r i n g , a s  h e  n a m e s  h i s  w i f e  a s  J o n e r a n d  s h e  g e t s  t h e  b u l k

the  es ta te  " to  d ispose as  she th lnks  bes t " . I n t r i g u i n g l y ,  t h e  f i r s t  m a r r i a g e

r e c o r d e d  i - s  I n , r t h e r f o l l o w i n g  J u l y ,  b e t w e e n  J o n e  G o d d a r d  a n d  R i c h a r d  G l - o s t e r .  T h e r e

is  no  oLher  mar r iage and no  bur ia l  fo r  a  Jone Goddard  in  the  reg is te r  in  the  15 th  c ,

b u t  i n  0 c t o b e r  1 5 5 1  J o n e  G l - o c i t e r  m a r r i e s  a  J o h n  f f o w k e . ,  C o u l d  i t  b e  t h a t  w e  h a v e

here  a  l lWyfe  o f  Buck land"?  I t  m igh t  make a  good ta le  w i th  a  b i t  more  research .

Inc identa l l y ,  the  man who t ranscr ibed the  reg is te rs  so  beaut i fu lJ -y  in  1600 was named

Thoma's f  fowke.

Regards '+
/ '  | c '
l ( .

,/2",
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Fl r iqn  qnr {  [ r r l ip ( lnddqrd

1  1  r \ L ^ - l ^ ^  T t ^ ^ J
I I t-lliltluLrs r\uaLt

Newbury

T\^-- El^+Lvu4l uutti

Here are some rnore details of Goddards, rnostly in Worcestershire, who are or seem to be
descended fiom the Nor-th Gloucestershire lot. I have found the Eckington ones, who bring us
into the present century, particr;larly interesting and have qtone some researeh on the..m which is
summarised here together rvith what I have on their progenitors the Snorvshill Goddards. This
might be the basis for a monograph vdth some additions and rehas.hing. I e.nclose some of the
documents, mainly in transcription, and the relevant fbmily trees, these include those.*.hich derive
frorn the Childsrvickharn Goddards who are are sonnevrhat problematieal aad could do'urith some
more research. I have put some cornrnents on the fbmily trees for these groups as there has no,t
been much in depth study of them yet beyond the parish register and census level. Some of the
transcriptions of documents are copies of the hand urritten notes, due to my e.xtremely low typing
speed. I apologise for this and enclose some copies of the originals as you may be able to do
better than me with some of the.m; where I have failed to read'.sords or have made a suess is
shorvn by square brackets.

Regards ,o
/ | \*-l

,/,o I
I  4  

4 r t t )dMhH^,/ :O,'a'
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THE GODDARDS OF ECKINGTON, WORCFSTERSHIRE

A glance at the IGI for Worcestershire reveals a quite nunrerous branch of the family in the parish

of-Eckington vr.here they appear in the register fiom 1695 to the late 19c. This provides the basis

for a fairly oomplete picture of the development of the family which is sharvn in the accornpanying

family tree, on s'.hich this text is mainly a connmentary. The parish register only survives fiom

1678 and is incomple.te fbr some years after that date, having been poor!;, kept and the bishops

transcipts are not available for rnany of the years in question. There were Goddards in the parish

before that time however, whose origins lie in the parish of Snotvshill in north Gloucestershire

(near Braadrvay). Two..vills and other references provide the evidence and this is dealt'sith

seperately.

The continuous record for the Eckington Goddards actually starts in the adjacent parish of

Beckford in Glos. with the ffatrrage of Francis Goddard and Alice Dalis on 26 April 1697 and all

the s,-rbsequent Goddards in the parish descend from them. A year earlier a Frances Goddard vras

married in Eckington to William White, she was presumabl3. Francis' sister and these are the only

rnembers of this generation k-no.sn. Francis rnakes an appearance in the Worcester quarter

session records as the victim of an assault by Thornas Woodard and Charles Kno*des, of Hill and

Moor (a chapelry cf Fladbury). The rvarrant for their arrest survives {dated 28 Sep n}z}

together r--ith the remand recognisances. At his burial on 10 Nov 1717 Francis is described as

being a Butcher, a trade which sorne cther me,rnbers of the family followed in subsequent

generations, though they always held land as well.

Francis had two daughters both named Elizabettq the earlier having died in infancy, and t';ro sons,

Robert and Francis. Francis (unior) and his wife Mary produced a son Williarn tn 1733 4 &er

which they disappear fiom the record, ..vhile the elder son F-obert remained in the parish and had

six children there between about 1728 and 1745,thovgh neither his marriage to Sarah (maiden

name un-L-nown) nor the baptism of the first two (Ann and John) took place in Eckington. It is

perhaps worth noting that both Robert and Francis were about thirty when they baptised their first

ittitd, which is not unusual with the yeoman class who tended tourard prudence'r."'here econosric

matters were ccncerned. F-obert's family consisted of three daughters and three "cons; trJ/o of the

daughters, Ann in 1?53 and Sarah in 1784 married in Eckington, while the third, Susannah died in

17g6 The three sons incl'-rde, once more, Francis(iii) and F-obert(ii) but it was the oldest

brother, John, rvho produced the next generation in the parish. Of the seccnd son Francis

nothing else is recorded, but the third, Robert{i} was buried in 1810 aged71, apparently

unmarried as there is nc reccrd of a wifb or clildren. This is confirrned by his will 
"vhich 

*'tras

proved on 28 Apr 1810 and in.r.".hich he is desc.ribed as Robert Godard of Deftrd(a parish

uOioinitrg Eckington to the northwest) Gentleman. This is the only ocsasion so far as is knc"vn, of

this status being attributed to a member of this branch of the frmily. Bequests to the Godards

include money to his neices Susannah Howse (b 21Jan|7?0) and F,lizabeth Godard {b9Janl?64)
and his nephew "John Godard of Eckington, Butcher" (b 3octl765) who must be distinguished as

John(ii). The first named of his two executors is Hubert Woodward Gentlernan, of Pershore.

Bcth Robert(ii) and his brother John(i) signed as rvitness to a fair number of marriages fropn

cfi7A to the end of the century and it may be that they *nere church ofiicers of sanoe sofi. They

spelt their name with one "d" and with one or two exceptions it remains as Godard as far as the

research has gone (1915). John(i)left a',vi11 in."vhich everything went tc his son Francis(iii).
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R-et'rning to John, he appears te be the John Goddard of Eckington..-*,hornarried Ann Rickards

(Rickets In the marriage allegation) an 27 lan 17 51 in the adjacent parish of Bredcn, their first

*hild Ri*hurd being Uupti=*O tt ere on 2 LprrL 1762. Ttrere is no further information on him and

it is possibl e that he Aiea in infancy; at all events five more children of Jotrn and Ann';riere

baptized between 1764 and 1773 inEckingtan including three sons, Joh-n(ii),Francis(iv)aad

Wittiam. Francis, bapttzed l7d8 died in l874,like Robert in the previous generation seemingly

unmarriedt or at any iate childless, while the youngest son William makes no further appearance

in the recerd. A pattern seens te ernerge Wherein one son remains in the paris.lr and raises a

fa-mily while uny oth*t sons either leave or remarn childless. In this case the oldest of the sons

barnin Eckingon, Jchn(ii) bapt.-1, Ae+.1765 sras the one tc produce the next generation. Of the

two daughters of John(i) and Arur, Susannah, th+ younger b 1770 married a uran named Howse,

and the 
"ldrr, 

Elizabetlt b 177Q, remeined unmarried and died in 1840 age 76, these last twc,

toge,ther.arith John(ii)being legatees in the will of R-obert(ii)

John(ii) rnarried Ann Woodward. presumably a relative ofR-obert's executor, on 1? Oc't 1?87 and

the union produced ten children between 1788 and 1805, of which the eldest, Susalu b1788 died

in infrncrr. The remaining nine, three males and six females, al! seem to have survi"'ed and are all

mentioned in their father's will, made in 1831, though no marriages have been found fbr any of the

girls. The will of John(ii) orders that all his estateslryhich included Freehold, Leasehold and

lopyhold properties in Eckington should go to his wife Ann for the term of her natural life, after

*llrfr e..,er)4hing rvas to be sotd and the proceeds, apart frem fi*re pounds which vrent to his

oldes1 daughter Susa-na, to be divided amongst his nine children. There follows a proviso that in

this share out "that the money goods cattle and other eftcts that they have respectively had of me

to put them in business or otherwise of which an account has been kept shall be brought into

account, so that the amount of which they have already had shal! be considered a part of their

share". The exec.utors were his sons John and William. The latter, the youngest of the three

sons, bapt. 31 may 1801, married {in 1836) and lived outside the parish, first in Naunton

Beauchamp and then in Oddingley, .;r.here in 1861 he is described as a farrner of 240 acres. There

..ryere tvgo sons, B-awson Henq'and Alfred William who both appear in the 1881 census.

The two elder sons, Robert(iii) b1789 and John(iii) b1?96 broke with tradition by both ha-ving

frndlies in the parish, if not at the same time. The censuses of 1841 and 1851 now throw new

light on the subject , anditis possible to k-no.g something of the status and +"he location of these

piople; by lSai there v*ere tso Godard househclds in the village +f F.ckinglon, both in Bunn

*tr..,t. One was that of B=obert, aged 50, ur.ho was a butcher (his w.ife Mary had died in 1835)

and he a"r/as nolry accompanied by his dauglrter N4ary 20 and his,ooungest child Robert(iv) 11. of

his other offspring his oldest surviving daughter, Sarah was rnarried in 1835 to a John Harris,

Mary produced **n, John in t842, ...ihile Ann and F.liza both turn up..vith IvIary Ann at different

tirnes. The younger Rabert disappears from the record after 1841. The other household

contained John, whose age is given as 40, but he was not its head ; that position belonged to his

sister Mary Ann (also"4O;') unmarried as was another sister, Christianaz 35. All three are

describ..d as Farmers and this arrangernent with wornen holding property probably derives

from the will of Jahn(ii) described abo..,e Also in the household .sere Ann Godard 15,a daughter

t A Francis Godard married a Hannah Bayliss at Worcester St Clement in May 1803 and there is a burial

ofaHannahGodardinEckington ageT2in 1840. A Hannahwitnessedamarriagein 1811
2 The name Christi*u ,r**r to be from a sister of Ann Woodward whose marriage was witressed

b,''the Godards.
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of F=obert, w.ho was classed as fernale servant and Chris.tiana and F.lizabeth Godard, zgeZ and I
respective!)/, these being daughters +f John'rl.ho had married in 1837 one Chari4'Ann Rickets a
widow, also Lucy Ricketsl l,a +hild of lrers by her fbrmer lrusband. Charity Ann herself s{as in
the adjoining pansh of Gt.Conrberton at the time.r."-.rth three other of her B.rcke.ts children; she also
is described as a farmer
By 1851 there were three Godard households in the parish; in Bunn Street Rab'en(iii) was now
alone his two children Mary b. 1S20 and Robe.rt(iv) b. 1828 having disappeared" though the other
establishrnent in that street now contained anotlrer of his daughters, F,lizz zged 2O(actually 23) in
addition to Mary Ann, "F'aruer of 17 Asres" and Christiana,"Proprietor of houses". John(iii)
was now in his ovrn house in Jarvis Street, and described as "Farmer of -10 acres(by 185! this had
expanded ta 44 acres) with him were t',no Rickets children and one of his o.nn daughters, Victoria

Ellen aged 9. One of the Rickets children, Lucy, is described as his housekeeper. Three of his
other four children Elizabeth 11 Alice 7 and John James 6 were in Bishops Cleeve in
Gloucestershire, where Jahn James remained, being described in 1881 as "retired fasner" at the
age of36.


